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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
ML Basis of the report 

I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application;* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages U2 2 

pages — _____ 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2003/003156 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



the claims: 



1-9 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



m , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



I | the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

. pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



., filed with the letter of 



, , as originally filed 



filed with the letter of 



filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

oTsSr 86 ° f 4116 tranSlati ° D &r ^ PmP0S6S ° f tatemationaI P re '™inary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

I 3 ' S^S^LS «" «" application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
. LzJ Sled together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. enclosure in the 

^SK** ^ inf0rmati ° n reC ° rded h readable form is id ^ical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig . 



5. □ ™^ P ° rt . has , been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to eo 
| 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** considered to go 

* t P S^^'S^^^^l^ J™ in reSP ° me 1 m imitalion Article 14 are referred to 

. and 70.17) on S ma "yJ Uea and <»* not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

I "Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novelty (N) Claims 


1-9 YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 


1-9 YES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-9 YES 


Claims 


NO 


2. Citations and explanations 




This report makes reference to the following documents: 


Dl: US-A-2002/146487 




D2: EP-A-1 006 128 




D3 : US-B-6 348 2641 




D4: US-A-5 458 892 




D5: US-A-5 612 202 




D6: US-A-3 974 032 




D7: US-A-5 886 168 





Documents Dl and D3-D7 describe the use of various 
maltodextrins in agglomeration processes . 

The subject matter of claims 1 and 9 differs from that 
prior art by the selection of specific maltodextrins 
having the following features: 15-35% of 1-6 bonds, 
Mw/Mn < 5, Mn < 4500 g/moles. 

Document D2 describes maltodextrins having these features 
but does not mention their use for granulation purposes. 

The subject matter of claims 1-9 is therefore novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 
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The present invention can therefore be considered to 
address the problem of providing an alternative to 
maltodextrin-type agglomeration agents, such as those 
disclosed by Dl and D3-D7, which can be used in smaller 
amounts (3-13%) and add a nutritional value (low in 
calories and caries -producing properties, prebiotic 
properties) . 

The solution to this problem, as proposed in claims 1 and 
9 of the present application, is considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) because a person 
skilled in the art would not be prompted by D2, which 
describes the claimed maltodextrins, to use them as 
agglomerating agents. Moreover, the higher viscosity of 
these maltodextrins would discourage a person skilled in 
the art from such a use (cf . table I of the present 
application) . 
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